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Provenance of Madeleine Wilkie/Gabriel Dumont Photograph  
Edmond J. Mallet Collection, Emmanuel d’Alzon Library, Assumption College  

 

Madeleine Wilkie Dumont and Gabriel Dumont, Red River Settlement, Manitoba, 1860s 
Gabriel Dumont and Madeleine Wilkie were married 7 September 1857 

in St. Joseph (now Walhalla), Pembina County, Dakota Territory (now North Dakota) 
 

These dual photographs, mounted on a single cabinet card (6 ½” x 4”), were presented by 

Gabriel Dumont to Major Edmond J. Mallet in a letter dated 31 October 1887. 

 

In October 1876, Major Mallet began a one-year tour of duty as an Indian Agent at Tulalip 
Agency in Washington Territory.  Mallet returned to Washington, D.C. to again work for the 
Treasury Department from approximately 1880 to 1887.  In the summer of 1888, Major Mallet 
was appointed by President Grover Cleveland to be Indian Inspector and Special Disbursing 
Agent.  As Inspector, Major Mallet visited and reported on conditions at one dozen Indian 
Agencies and Schools.  The majority of the photographs in his collection were taken at the 
Agencies and Schools.  After one year as Indian Inspector, Mallet was appointed Chief of the 
Bureau of Swamplands. 
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According to a memoir of Mallet in the “Catalogue de la Bibliothèque de L’Union Saint-Jean-
Baptiste D’Amérique,” during the forty years that Major Mallet was in Washington, D.C., he 
devoted himself constantly to promoting the multi-faceted interests of his fellow French 
Canadians in the United States and Canada.  Major Mallet worked for the U.S. Government 
until his death in 1907. 

Edmond J. Mallet’s manuscript and photograph collection was purchased by the Union Saint-
Jean-Baptiste d’Amérique (now Catholic Financial Life Insurance) in 1917 along with Mallet’s 
personal library.  Catholic Financial Life (CFLI) gifted Mallet’s papers to the Emmanuel d’Alzon 
Library, Assumption College, Worcester, Massachusetts, in December 2012. 

The dual photograph cabinet card of Madeleine Wilkie and Gabriel Dumont now resides 
among the papers and photographs of the Edmond J. Mallet Collection, Emmanuel d’Alzon 
Library. 

Also among the Mallet Collection is a three-page letter from Gabriel Dumont to Major Edmond 

J. Mallet which confirms Dumont’s presentation of the photographs to Major Mallet.  Excerpt: 

Stapleton, Staten Island, N.Y., 31st Octbre 1887 

Monsieur Edmond Mallet 

           Washington, DC 

Cher Monsieur, 

J’ai été très heureux de recevoir votre [lettre] estimée 

du 20 Courant; Je vous aurais écrit de suite mais 

J’attendais les portraits que j’ai reçu seulement ce 

matin du photographe, je vous envois par ce courrier 

deux portraits, l’un, avec défunt mon épouse lors que 

j’avais 23 ans et mon épouse 25 ans, et l’autre portrait 

avec mon ami Riboulet et sa dame; je regret que 

je n’ai pas un autre portrait où je sois seul, à vous envoyer 

en ce moment; … 

     Gabriel Dumont 

 

[English translation on next page] 
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Dear Sir, 

I was very happy to receive your esteemed [letter] 

of the 20th [of the] current [month]; I would have written right away but 

I waited for the portraits that I received only this 

morning from the photographer, I am sending you by this mail 

two portraits, the one, with my late wife when 

I was 23 years old and my wife 25 years old, and the other portrait 

with my friend Riboulet and his lady [wife]; I regret that 

I do not have another portrait where I am alone, to send you 

at this moment; … 

     Gabriel Dumont 

 

 

Photograph of Gabriel Dumont with Madame Riboulet and her husband Émile Riboulet 

Dumont referred to this photograph in the letter above 
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The name of the studio in which the photographs of Madeleine Wilkie and Gabriel Dumont 

were taken was not indicated on the front or back of the photos.  There do exist, however, 

photographs of other people taken in the same studio with the same furniture, drapes, tassels, 

and floor pattern.  Some of these photos have the photographer’s stamp on the back. 

 

        

 

 
 

The photographer was Ryder Larsen, a Norwegian who came to Rupert’s Land, British North 

America, as a carpenter for the Hudson’s Bay Company, eventually settling in St. Andrew’s 

Parish in the Red River Settlement.  Larsen set up photography studios in both Winnipeg and 

St. Andrew’s that operated from around 1866 to 1869.  In December 1869, deeply in debt and 

having alcohol problems, Larsen was involved in a brawl among men “carousing at the house 

of Peter Pruden” [his father-in-law] in St. Andrew’s on Christmas Eve that resulted in him being 

charged with the murder of Thomas Johnstone.  Larsen never came to trial.  In late 1871 he 

left the Red River Settlement, abandoning his wife and child, and was never seen again. 

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/business/hbc.shtml
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Nor’Wester, February 12, 1869 (Page 3) 

 

 

      
 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photographs of Madeleine Wilkie and Gabriel Dumont were taken in the Red River 

Settlement at a studio operated by Ryder Larsen, either in Winnipeg or in St. Andrew’s. 

 

Date of the Photograph 

With regard to dating the photograph, Dumont stated in his letter that he was 23 years old 

when the photograph was taken.  As Dumont was born in December 1837, he would have 

been 23 years old for most of 1861.  The photograph could therefore be dated circa 1861.  

Ryder Larsen the photographer, however, was said to operate his studio circa 1866 to 1869.  

Combining that information, the best the photograph can be dated is the 1860s.  

Nor'Wester, September 22, 1868 (Page 3) 

Nor’Wester, October 26, 1869 (Page 2) 

Nor’Wester, February 5, 1869 (Page 2) 
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Red River Journal of Alexander Begg, 1869–1870 (page 65) 

 

 

Ryder Larsen Photo Studio 

Main Street 

[1869] 
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Red River Journal of Alexander Begg, 1869–1870 (page 66) 
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1882 
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While the letter from Gabriel Dumont gifting the photographs to Edmond Mallet does, in itself, 

confirm the identities of the two people in the photographs, further investigation was 

undertaken by Elizabeth Maisey, Head of Technical Services and Special Collections at 

Emmanuel d’Alzon Library, Assumption College, Worcester, Massachusetts; Darren 

Préfontaine and the staff at Gabriel Dumont Institute in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan; and Lyle 

Brennen, private researcher. 

Using face recognition software, the face landmarks on two known photographs of Gabriel 

Dumont at left and right were compared to the face landmarks on the photograph at center. 

 

 

Seven known photographs of Dumont were visually compared to the photograph at far right. 

Having established that the man in the dual photographs is Gabriel Dumont, it is reasonable to 

conclude that the woman is his wife, Madeleine Wilkie.  The photographs were obviously 

taken at the same location and very likely at the same time.  The original photograph is a 

single cabinet card with the dual images imprinted on it.  There would be little reason for 

Gabriel Dumont to print and distribute cabinet cards showing him with any woman other than 

his wife Madeleine.  They were married in St. Joseph (now Walhalla), Dakota Territory (now 

North Dakota) on 7 September 1857.  The two appear to be close in age.  By Gabriel Dumont’s 

own words, these photographs were taken when he was 23 years old and Madeleine was 25.  
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In past years, it was claimed by some that the woman in the photograph was Julie Lagimodière 

Riel, the mother of Louis Riel.  The provenance presented on previous pages does, in itself, 

exclude this possibility.  A close examination of high resolution images of the Wilkie/Dumont 

photographs reveals that both the man and the woman have Métis facial features.  Madeleine 

Wilkie was Métisse.  Julie Lagimodière Riel was not Métisse, she was French Canadian.  Julie 

Riel was born in 1822 and Gabriel Dumont in 1837.  There does not appear to be a 15-year age 

difference between the two people in the photographs.  The evidence does not support this 

being a photograph of Julie Lagimodière Riel. 

 

                   
                  Known photograph of Julie Lagimodière Riel        Photograph of Madeleine Wilkie Dumont 

While clearly two different women, both photographs were taken in the studio of Ryder Larsen. 

 
 
 
The provenance of the Madeleine Wilkie/Gabriel Dumont photograph was documented by 
Lyle Brennen, an independent researcher in Bel Air, Maryland, in cooperation with the 
Emmanuel d’Alzon Library, Assumption College, Worcester, Massachusetts. 
 
1 August 2017 


